g6                                                               THE   PROBLEM   OF  AUTHORITY
and in the Preface to the Apocalypse (1522) he gives the doubts of
Jerome as one of the reasons for questioning the apostolic character
of the book.1 But the whole tone of the Prefaces shows that the
argument from the Fathers occupies a very subordinate position
in Luther's mind, and was, in all probability, an afterthought;
it is not mentioned at all in the all-important Preface to the
Epistles of James and Jude. The very minor part played by it in
Luther's mind and the all-sufficiency of the test 'Does this book
preach Christ or not?5 are admirably shown in a passage from the
Tischreden quoted by Preserved Smith,2 in which the reference to
the opinion of the Fathers is merely tacked on to Luther's real
reasons for rejecting the Epistle of James: cMany sweat to recon-
cile St. Paul and St. James, as does Melanchthon in his Apology,
but in vain. "Faith justifies" and "faith does not justify" con-
tradict each other flatly. If anyone can harmonize them I will
give him my doctor's hood and let him call me a fool. Let us
banish this epistle from the university, for it is worthless. It has
no syllable about Christ, not even naming him except once at the
beginning. I think it was written by some Jew who had heard of
the Christians but not joined them. James had learnt that the
Christians insisted strongly on faith in Christ and so he said to
himself: "Well, you must take issue with them and speak only of
works", and so he does. He says not a word of the Passion and
Resurrection of Christ, the text of all the other Apostles. More-
over, he has no order nor method. . . . The ancients saw all this
and did not consider the epistle canonical.' From all this it
appears that Heinsius needs to produce a very definite passage or
series of passages from Luther if he wishes to show that Luther
set any store by the argument from Eusebius or any of the
Fathers.
We conclude therefore that from 1520 onwards Luther was very
liable to speak and write in his unguarded moments as if he
identified the text of the Bible with the Word of God; but that
when he applied himself carefully to the study of the Bible and
published the results of that study he concluded that within the
New Testament the books were each to be tested by the criterion:
does it preach the Gospel of justification or not? with the corol-
lary that those about which the answer 'No' had to be given were
not to be regarded as part of the Word of God. In Luther's
l WJi,, Deutsche Bibel, Bd. 7, p. 404.
* op. cit^ p. 269 (owing to P. Smith's regrettable habit of not giving his references,
the passage must here be given without date or reference),